Scrip Safety Reminder for the Holidays

Scripisjust like cash so must be safeguarded just like cash.
The holiday timeisafestivetimein which we celebrate theimparting kindness, generosity,
and appreciation to others. It isalso atimein which unsavory characters might use to
take advantage of situations and those unlikely to suspect shenanigans. Be aware.

Scrip Safety

Make a point to know who places ordersor buysscrip!

Alwaysremember to accept checks (or credit cardsif you offer this) for scrip pur
chases ONLY from people that you know or who can be deter mined are legitimately
linked to your school or organization.

If you do NOT know someone, accept cash ONLY and/or makeinquiriesas
to their identity.

--- Check your school or organization directory

--- Ask for 3 pieces of identification

--- Ask to see picture identification

--- Ask what student he/sheisrelated to and what class he/sheisin

--- Call the person whose nameis printed on the check

--- Call the bank branch printed on the check

--- Accept cash only if person isnot known to you or your scrip team

If an inventory of scrip iskept at your location be sureto keep the accounting of it
up-to-date and in a locked and secure safe that isbolted down to thefloor or wall.

Some scenarios of fraud are written below. Please don’t let them happen to you!

---A person called several schoolsuntil they found onethat carried aninventory. Then shewent to that
school, posed asoneof thekids' auntsso they would think therewasatieto the school, and
paid with abogus or stolen check. Thisperson did thisat other schoolstoo so got away with
alot of scrip. Thepolicewerecalled in on thisone and the woman was apprehended.

---A person swapped out aused gift card for anew onein someone' s purse and then went to the store
and used thegood card and paid the extraamount duewith their credit cards. Luckily, the
storevideo tapes credit transactionsand after this person was asuspect in thetheft, thevideo
was shown to thevictim and thethief wasimmediately recognized and caught. Hewasthe
boyfriend of thewoman’sdaughter! Another smilar Stuationwasamaid didthesamething
inahousehold that shewastending.

---A person stole blank gift cards (hanging near the check out line) and then took them to the school
to beexchanged. Of coursethe school wanted this person’sbusiness, so they kindly gavethem
back brand new cards. When the school contacted us, wetold her the serial numbersonthe
bad cardswere of acategory of “stock” cardsand not from the category of numbersthat
arefor scrip. Theschool had to call the person and shefeigned ignorance. Ignorantisright!



