Discussion Sentence Starters

Conversational Skill or Move
Sentence Starters







Express interest in 


What you said is interesting because…

someone’s comments


That’s an interesting idea.  I wonder about…






That makes sense because…


Encourage someone to 

I’m not sure I understand.  Is there another way to say that?

elaborate or say more 


That’s interesting.  Could you explain your thinking?






Could you say more about…?






Can you explain what you mean?






Why do you say that? What makes you think that?


Explain a link between the

What you are saying makes sense when I think about what 

comments of two people

  (name) said because…






I think that  (name) and (name)’s comments relate because…






What (name) said is similar to what  (name) said because…


Make a contribution that

I agree with what you just said.  I also think that…

builds on someone’s comment
I like what (name) said, and I also think…






I would like to add to what (name) said…






I think that’s true, and I would also add…


Paraphrase someone’s 

Let me see if I understand clearly.  What I think you are 

comment 



  saying is…






Is there another way to say that?  I’m not sure I understand.






So, what I hear you saying is…  Is that accurate?






It sounds like what you mean is… Is that right?


Summarize several comments
  
(Name), (name) and (name) think that __________, but (name) 

  and (name) think that _____________.

It sounds like (#) people agree that __________. What do   

  others think?


Ask a cause and effect question
If __________ is true, then _____________?


Ask for time to think about 

Can you come back to me?

a comment



I’m not sure yet.  I need a moment to think.


Express appreciation for what

I really appreciate what (name) said because ________

you’ve gained from the

(Name) made me think about this in a different way. 
discussion 



 Now I realize…


Disagree with a comment in a

I see your point, but what about…

respectful and constructive way
Isn’t it also true that…






I’m not sure I agree with you.  I would argue that…

Use evidence from the 

text to support your point

Begin the discussion 

with a comment

