Word Sorts

What is it?

Word sorts (Gillett & Temple, 1983) help students recognize the semantic relationships among key concepts.  Students are asked to sort vocabulary terms into different categories.  The strategy can be used in two different ways.  In a “closed-sort,” the teacher provides the categories into which students are to assign the words.  In an “open sort,” students group words into categories and identify their own labels for each category.  Word sorts help students develop a deeper understanding of key concepts, and also are an excellent method of teaching the complex reasoning skills of classification and deduction.

How to use it:

· Students copy vocabulary terms onto 3” x 5” cards, one word per card.

· Individually or in groups, students then sort the words into categories.  With younger students or complex concepts, the teacher should provide students with the categories and have students complete a “closed sort.”

· As students become more proficient at classifying, teachers should ask them to complete “open sorts”; that is, students sort words into labeled categories of their own making.  At this stage, students should be encouraged to find more than one way to classify the vocabulary terms.  Classifying and then reclassifying helps students extend and refine their understanding of the concepts studied.

McREL

Example # 1:

Vocabulary Words:  Yellow lab, bone, Chow, ball, Alpo, Boxer, carrots, shoe, squeeze toy

Closed Sort

	Topic:
	Types of dogs
	Dog toys
	Dog food

	Vocabulary:
	
	
	


Example #2:

Vocabulary Words:  Chord, Staff, Voice, Repeat, Loud, Uneven, Octave, Notes, Rest, Soft, Round, Phrase, Ostinato, Measure

Closed Sort

	Topic:
	Melody
	Harmony
	Rhythm
	Form
	Expression

	Vocabulary:
	
	
	
	
	


