Dear 9th Grade TAG Student:

Welcome to Tualatin High School!  I hope you are off to a good start in your classes and comfortable with high school.  The purpose of this letter is to briefly review your rights as a TAG student and explain how TAG works at TuHS.  If you ever have any questions regarding TAG, you can find me in the Main Office.  Please feel free to visit.  You can also leave a note for me in the box outside my office, call me at 503-431-5598, or reach me through e-mail at spayne@ttsd.k12.or.us.

You have been identified as talented and gifted in one or more of the following three areas: intellectual ability, academic reading, and academic mathematics.  Oregon state law gives you the right to be taught at the appropriate rate and level of learning according to your abilities in these areas.  Tualatin High School provides many opportunities for you to develop your abilities.  We have the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program, Pre-IB courses, the Honors program, and advanced elective courses at many levels of complexity.  In most cases, TuHS can meet your needs for appropriate rate and level of learning by building a course schedule with proper placement for your abilities and interests.  Your counselor and I are here to help you do that.  Also, when you are forecasting for classes in the spring, be sure to consult the TAG section of the Academic Planning Guide where you will find course recommendations for TAG students.  You also may want to visit the TAG page on the TuHS website where you will find a variety of resources related to talented and gifted education.

As you look to the future, you should consider the 11th and 12th grade IB Diploma Program or the Honors Program; you can apply to these programs at the end of your sophomore year.  In preparation, you should refer to the Pre-IB Course Recommendations that are provided in the packet “Welcome to the IB Diploma Program at Tualatin High School.” This packet is available in the Main Office from the IB Coordinator, Heidi Gorka.

If you feel you are not being adequately challenged in a class, please feel free to see me.  We can talk about ways you might discuss this with your teacher, possible accommodations that could make a positive difference for you, or possible changes to your schedule, both now or in the future.  It is primarily up to you and your teacher to work this out, but I am available to help with advice early in the process and any additional help should it become necessary.

Thanks for taking the time to read this letter.  Do not hesitate to see me if you have any questions about TAG, or Heidi Gorka if you have questions about IB.  I look forward to meeting you.

Sincerely,

Susan Payne

Instructional Coordinator & TAG Coach

