	
	

	  Category
	                     Differentiation Strategy

	Learning 

Environment / 

Grouping
	  A respectful classroom where students feel comfortable to take risks and seek out appropriate challenge.

  Cluster Grouping: Intentionally assigning 4 – 8 students of similar ability to a core class

  Flexible Grouping: Students work in small groups with students of similar ability for some tasks 

  Use of volunteers, mentors, and Educational Assistants may also apply in this category

	 Content
	  Increased complexity of concepts

Material available with increased level of abstract concepts

  Increased number and variety of concepts presented

Real world application for content learned

  Integrated learning; connections made with other disciplines

Curriculum Compacting

	  Process
	  Higher order questions strategies   i.e. the use of Bloom’s taxonomy

  Use of Graphic Organizers to encourage critical and creative thinking

  Development of meta-cognitive strategies enabling students to articulate their thinking

  Problem-based or inquiry-based learning methods

  When appropriate: students provided with choice of assessment, products, activities, etc.



	     Product
	  Real problems, audience, purpose, product and deadlines

Authentic and appropriate assessments, including the use of rubrics for self-assessment and choice of product outcome



	  Resources


	The use of a wide variety of materials that meet the following criteria:

· Appropriate use of technology

· Varying and increased complexity

· Wide variety of format and form

	Management 

 Strategies
	Strategies may include and are not limited to:

· Pre-assessment of knowledge, ability and interests

· Tiered Lessons / Assignments / Products

· Direct instruction in complex thinking

· Anchor Activities (tasks that students move to when assigned work is complete)

· “Orbitals” (Short term independent investigations around the core subject of study)

· Curriculum Compacting

· Learning Contracts

· Student – Teacher Conference with student input

· Online Learning Programs


