
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A publication of Twality Middle School  January 2010 

14650 S.W. 97
th
 Ave.  Tigard, OR 97224 Phone:  503-431-5200  Fax:  503-431-5210 

 

SAFE 

RESPONSIBLE 

RESPECTFUL 

ON TIME!!!  

 

 

 

24-hour Attendance 

Hotline: 

503-431-5221 

 

 

School Hours: 

8:55 AM ï 3:35 PM 

(One hour late start 

every Wednesday) 

 

 

Principal: 

Rick Patrick 

 

 

  

PRINCIPALôS  MESSAGE 

Dear Parents,  

 

Associate yourself with men of good quality if you esteem your own 

reputation for 'tis better to be alone than in bad company  ð George 

Washington  

 

Our country used to celebrate George Washingtonõs birthday with 

a national holid ay; however, in 1971 the federal government decided to 

recognize all former presidents by creating Presidentõs Day. When my 

children were younger, we decided as a family to disregard the rest of the 

presidents, and keep the celebration focused on the Fathe r of Our 

Country. We actually used to begin the planning in January right after we 

returned to our school routine as winter break came to a close. 

Researching President Washingtonõs history wasnõt exactly a family 

favorite, but my children did indulge me e nough to allow for some learning 

to occur.  

 

One of our most interesting discoveries was President 

Washingtonõs life emphasis on friendship. He believed to be a good person 

one has to be a good friend. Apparently President Washington spent much 

time and en ergy on making and keeping the best of friends. Like the 

adolescents of today, he undoubtedly learned and honed his skills during 

his middle school years. What a great way to spend a few minutes 

respecting our first President ð talking about the attributes  of a good 

friend with your children!  

 

Be courteous to all, but intimate with few, and let those few be well 

tried before you give them your confidence. True friendship is a plant of 

slow growth, and must undergo and withstand the shocks of adversity 

before it is entitled to the appellation. ð George Washington  

 

      Sincerely yours,  

       Rick  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE WAY!                           EXIT ONLY!                          BUSES ONLY!  

                                                                          

 

The Twality Safety Team has been looking at ways to decrease the traffic and student 

congestion in the afternoons. We have 26 buses, many cars, bikes, skateboards and 

walkers every afternoon with very  limited space. Anyone who has been here at 3:35 pm 

knows that 1000+ students exiting to the same areas and waiting for transportation 

creates a huge bottleneck. We have a new plan developed with assistance from the 

district office and First Student.  We ha ve ordered new traffic signs and will begin our 

new exiting system in a few weeks. We want to make sure all students and parents have 

time to digest the information and plan for the changes with ample time.  Parents and 

students will receive further info ab out the exact start date.   

THE  CHANGES    

Students who ride buses will still exit the school out the front doors. The first buses will 

pull all the way up to 97 th  Ave. and will be staggered so that there are two rows. All of 

the buses will be doubled up and waiting for students. All buses will depart at 3:45 pm. 

Staff will be outside to supervise and to assist students in finding their buses. First 

Student and our SRO, Officer Gaytan will also be on hand to assist the first week we roll 

this out. There wil l no longer be parent pickup from the front parking lot areas  

between 3:15pm and 3:45pm. Our buses begin arriving after they finish their elementary 

routes and the first ones are here by 3:15 pm and will block the driveway. Cars that are 

in the school parki ng areas will not be able to exit until all of the buses have departed. If 

you choose to park to pick up a student you will not be able to leave until all of the buses 

have left. There are several areas currently used by parents to pickup students by car. 

Some parents wait on 97 th  Ave., some on Inez St., and some at Templeton. We will be 

instructing students who get picked up to arrange for pickup at Templeton, exiting out 

the back of the building.  

 

THINGS TO REMEMBER  

 The driveway fronting the school will soon change to one way only .  

 Cars will only be allowed to enter at the Templeton end and will exit onto 97 th  Ave.  

 Afternoon bus loading and parent pickup locations will change.  

 Buses will fill the driveway from the top at 97 th  all the way back to the Murdock St. 

entrance.  

 Between 3:15pm and 3:45pm no car traffic will be allowed from the parking lots or 

driveways.  

 Parents are to pick  up their students at Templeton.  

 
 



 

ONE WAY!                           EXIT ONLY!                          BUSES ONLY!  

                                                                          

 

El equipo de seguridad de la escuela secundaria Twality ha estado buscando maneras de 

disminuir el tráfico y congestión de estudiantes por las tarde s. Tenemos 26 autobuses, muchos 

carros, bicicletas, patinetas y estudiantes que caminan todas las tardes con espacio muy limitado.  

Cualquiera que ha estado aquí a las  3:35 sabe que 1000+ estudiantes saliendo a las mismas áreas 

y esperando por transportac ión crean un gran embotellamiento.  Hemos desarrollado un nuevo 

plan junto con el distrito escolar y la organizaci·n òEstudiantes Primero ó.  Hemos ordenado 

nuevas señales de tráfico y comenzaremos nuestro nuevo sistema en unas cuantas semanas.  

Queremos asegurarnos que todos los estudiantes y padres tengan tiempo de digerir la información 

y el cambio de trafico con  anticipación.  

LOS CAMBIOS  

Los estudiantes que toman el autobús seguirán saliendo de la escuela por las puertas de enfrente. 

Los primeros autobu ses saldrán hasta la avenida 97 th  y habrá 2 líneas de autobuses esperando a 

los estudiantes. Todos los autobuses saldrán a las 3:45 pm. El personal estará afuera 

supervisando y ayudando a los estudiantes a encontrar su autobús. La organización de 

òEstudiantes Primero ó y nuestro oficial de la escuela el señor Gaytán también nos estarán 

ayudando la primera semana para poder llevar el plan acabo.  Ya no habrá lugar para recoger a 

los estudiantes en el área de estacionamiento de enfrente entre las 3:15 pm and 3 :45pm. Los 

autobuses comienzan a llegar después de que terminan las rutas de la escuela elementaría y los 

primeros llegan aquí a las 3:15 pm y bloquearan el camino. Los carros que estén en el área de 

estacionamiento de la escuela no podrán salir hasta que todos los autobuses he hayan ido.  SI 

decide estacionarse para recoger a un estudiante no podrá salir hasta que todos los autobuses se 

hayan ido. Hay varias  áreas usadas actualmente por los padres para recoger a los estudiantes en 

carro.  Algunos padres e speran en la avenida 97 th , Algunos en la calle Inés y algunos en 

Templeton.  Estaremos instruyendo a los estudiantes que son recogidos a fijar un lugar en 

Templeton que esta atrás del edificio.  

 

COSAS PARA RECORDAR  

 El camino de entrada enfrente de la escu ela pronto cambiara a un solo sentido.  

 Solo se permitirá entrar a los carros al estacionamiento de atrás de la escuela Templeton  y 

saldrán por la avenida  97th . 

 El abordo de autobuses de la tarde y el lugar donde los padres recoger a los estudiantes 

cambiar a. 

 Los autobuses llenaran el camino de arriba en la 97 th  hasta la entrada de la calle Murdock .  

 Entre las 3:15pm y 3:45pm no se permitirá trafico de carros en los estacionamiento o caminos 

de entrada.  

 Los padres deben recoger a los estudiantes en Templeton  entrando por la calle Murdock .  

 
 



 
 

 

Absences: When your child is absent from school, it is very important that 

you inform the attendance office.  We have a 24-hour attendance line, 503-431-

5221, to leave a message informing us of your childôs absence.  It is essential for 

parents to notify the attendance office regarding student absences 

Late Arrival:   If your child is going to be late, please call attendance or 

send a note.  This will excuse your child, and the student will need to check in at 

the attendance office to sign in and get a pass to class. 

Leaving Early:   When it is necessary to keep an appointment during 

school hours, a note from the parent or guardian must be presented to the 

Attendance Secretary BEFORE school requesting permission to be excused at a 

specific time.  The student will be given a ñspecial BLUE excuseò slip to present 

to the teacher whose class they leave.  Parents must come into the Guidance 

Office and sign out their student.  This is a safety measure that protects your 

student. 

Pre-arranged Absences:  All pre-arranged absences must go through the 

attendance office.  If you know your child will be absent, you may either call 

attendance or send a note and we will give your child a pre-arranged absence 

form to give to his/her teachers to sign. 

Homework Request:  On the morning of the 3rd day of absence, parents 

may call attendance at 503-431-5221 by 10:00 am to request homework.  

Homework should be picked up in the Guidance Office after 3:45p.m. that day.  

For absences of 1 or 2 days, it is the studentôs responsibility to check with their 

teachers regarding missed assignments. 

Please remember to call Twality Attendance #503-431-5221 whenever your 

child is absent.   

Thank you! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ausencias: Cuando su hijo/a va a estar ausente, es muy importante que 

usted lo informe a la oficina de asistencia.  Tenemos una línea de asistencia las 

24 horas: El número es  503 431-5221.  Deje un mensaje con la información del 

estudiante, la fecha y la razón por la que estará ausente. 

 

 Llegadas Tarde: Si su hijo/a va a llegar tarde, favor de llamar a la oficina 

de asistencia o mande una nota.  Esto permitirá que su hijo/a pueda recibir un 

pase de la oficina de asistencia para poder entrar a clase. 

 

 Salidas Temprano: Cuando es necesario mantener una cita durante horas 

escolares, se debe presentar una nota del padre/tutor legal a la Secretaria de 

Asistencia ANTES de  clases, pidiendo permiso para salir de la escuela a una 

hora especifica.  De esa  manera se le dará al estudiante un papel azul para dar al 

maestro de la clase  donde se tendrán que ir. Los padres/tutor legal tienen que 

venir a la Oficina de Orientación a firmar la salida de su hijo/a.  Esta es una 

medida de seguridad que protege a los estudiantes. 

 

 Ausencias de Antemano: Si usted sabe que su hijo/a estará ausente, usted 

debe hablar o mandar una nota firmada a la Oficina de Asistencia.  Nosotros le 

daremos a su    hijo/a una forma para que su hijo/a le de a firmar a sus 

maestro/as. 

 

 Petición de Tareas: Por la mañana del tercero día de ausencia, los padres 

pueden llamar a la Oficina de Asistencia al 503 431-5221 antes de las 10:00 para 

pedir tarea.  La tarea estará lista para recoger a las 3:45 pm. Ese mismo día.  Para 

ausencias de 1 o 2 días, es la responsabilidad del estudiante preguntar al maestro 

acerca de tarea o asignaciones perdidas. 

Por favor recuerde llamar a la Oficina de Asistencia al 503-431-5221 

siempre que su hijo/a este ausente. 

 

¡Gracias! 

 



 

 

 

I want to take a moment and say  THANK YOU to all of you wonderful Parents.  Having your 

support helps your children have a successful school year.    
 

The Book Fair was a success, even though our sales were down about $1,000 from last year.  

I was still able to pull all the books student s requested that I add to our Library.   Those 

books totaled about $650.  Wish list items purchased for Teachers came to about $250 

this year.   
  

A personal thank you to the parents and students that were part of the Book Fair crew:  
  

Student Crew: Catie B all, Niah Klotz, Morgan Peters, John Whitaker, Alina Cholbu, Megan 

Tait, Jacob Case, Victoria Chacon, Tabitha Roffelsen, Riley Ares, Kacey McGregor  
  

Parent Crew: Lindy McGregor, Sue Todd, Denise Hulquist, Lori Ares, Monika Samper, Janine 

Paulson, Lisa Hockman 
 

Mark your calendars:  

Feb. 3 ð 12 & ending Feb. 16:  The Libraryõs annual coin drive which is a competition between 

the RV classes.  The RV class that collects the most money will get donuts & milk AND  1/3 

of the proceeds go to the curriculum of their  RV Teacher.  Second and third place will get 

ice cream bars.  The other 2/3 of the proceeds from the coin drive go into the Library 

account to pay for variety of items not covered by the school budget.  Help is needed on 

Feb. 16th  to prepare the coins col lected to go to the bank.  I still need help from 9:45 a.m. 

to 11 a.m. and from 1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.  Contact me at taugust@ttsd.k12.or.us  if you are 

available.  

Feb. 22 - 25: If we have a sufficient number of participants, Oregon Battle of the Books 

teams will compete against each other with the winning team going on to compete in the 

Regional competition March 13rd at Sunset High School.  

March 2 - 4:  Volunteers are needed to cover the check -out counter 2 nd period through 6 th  

period while I prepare an inventory of supplies on hand that are used by all the Teachers so 

that we know what to order for next year.  Contact me at taugust@ttsd.k12.or.us  if you are 

available to cover the check -out counter.  
 

April 30:  Twalityõs Multicultural Fair will be Friday evening.  There will be international 

foods, live music and entertainment, art and crafts, and much, much more!     

       Thank you again for your support,  

        Mrs. Trudy August  

        Twality Library  
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