
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A publication of Twali ty Middle School  March 2010 

14650 S.W. 97
th
 Ave.  Tigard, OR 97224 Phone:  503-431-5200  Fax:  503-431-5210 

 

SAFE 

RESPONSIBLE 

RESPECTFUL 

ON TIME!!!  

 

 

 

24-hour Attendance 

Hotline: 

503-431-5221 

 

 

School Hours: 

8:55 AM ï 3:35 PM 

(One hour late start 

every Wednesday) 

 

 

Principal: 

Rick Patrick 

 

 

  

PRINCIPALôS  MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, 

 Sometimes we are surprised when an adolescent has an angry outburst in 

responses to a seemingly innocuous situation. A middle schooler who unreasonably 

acts out is oftentimes expressing other emotions besides anger. He or she may be 

experiencing a loss, divorce, or a move, and saying, ñMy life is not what it ought to 

be!ò Regardless of the reason, the child is crying for help, and anger is the only 

method they have to communicate their feelings. 

 Reasoning with a child is virtually impossible when he or she is irrationally 

angry. Trying to discuss issues with a child when emotions are running high 

frequently leads to frustration and the lack of a resolution. Empathy and 

understanding are generally the only strategies that work well. For example, an adult 

can say, ñIt sounds like you are mad. I want to listen and understand. I will listen 

when your voice is as calm as mine. Come back then.ò 

 If the child wonôt leave, then you should. Be prepared to repeat the calm 

response if your child yells out again in anger. ñDonôt worry now.  We can talk when 

you are calm, and I will listen to you.ò Be prepared to repeat the phrase many times. 

Avoid the trap of trying to reason with an angry middle schooler ï it only fuels the 

upset feelings. 

 At some point an adolescent will be able to discuss his or her angry feelings, 

and it is critical to listen without reasoning. An adultôs role when a child has difficulty 

with anger is to understand; not to fix things. A quick fix for an adolescent reinforces 

the angry response, and breeds a vicious cycle of anger.  

 Adults who donôt treat children with respect send a message saying, ñI donôt 

think you are worthy.ò This only exacerbates the problem.  An arguing match 

between an adult and middle school-aged child models the exact angry behavior the 

adult is attempting to extinguish.   

 In place of anger, adults can listen to kids in an open, honest, and non-

threatening manner. Adolescents will talk openly only after they truly believe an adult 

is interested in what they have to say, and recognize their feelings. 

Sincerely yours,    

Rick            

 

      Sincerely yours,  

       Rick  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

~ ~ CONFERENCE REMINDER ~ ~ 

STUDENT / PARENT  / TEACHER SPRING CONFERENCES  

March 11
th 

& 12
th
, 2010 

 

Thursday, March 11
th

       5:30 pm ï 8:00 pm      Scheduled Conferences ONLY ï all grades 

        

Friday, March 12
th

          8:00 am ï 11:30 am Scheduled Conferences ONLY ï all grades 

 

6
th
, 7

th
, & 8

th
 grade teacher teams are scheduling conferences with parents and students on an ñas 

needed basisò to ensure maximum success for the remainder of the school year.  Teachers are not 

available for drop-ins as they are doing scheduled conferences only. 

 
Child Care Available:  Thursday, 5:30 ï 8:00 pm 

 

!!RECUERDE LAS CONFERENCIAS!! 

Conferencias de Primavera de Padres, Estudiantes y Maestros. 

11 y 12 de marzo del 2010 
 

Los maestros de cada equipo están haciendo citas para la conferencias de acuerdo a las 

necesidades del estudiante 

 

Jueves 11 de marzo        5:30 pm - 8:00 pm        Con CITA PREVIA para los padres de estudiantes                        

   en el 6th, 7th, 8th grado.                               

Viernes 12 de marzo   8:00 am-11:30 am      Con CITA PREVIA para los padres de estudiantes   

                                                    en el 6th, 7th, 8th grado. 

 

Los Maestros de 6th, 7th y 8th grados están acordando horarios con los padres y estudiantes de 

acuerdo a las necesidades del estudiante, para garantizar el éxito en el resto del año escolar del 

estudiante. Los maestros NO estarán disponibles para reuniones sin cita previa.  

Tendremos cuidado de niños el jueves de 5:30 ï 8:00 p.m. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE WAY!                           EXIT ONLY!                          BUSES ONLY!  

                                                                          

 

The Twality Safety Team has been lookin g at ways to decrease the traffic and student 

congestion in the afternoons. We have 26 buses, many cars, bikes, skateboards and 

walkers every afternoon with very limited space. Anyone who has been here at 3:35 pm 

knows that 1000+ students exiting to the sam e areas and waiting for transportation 

creates a huge bottleneck. We have a new plan developed with assistance from the 

district office and First Student.  We have ordered new traffic signs and will begin our 

new exiting system in a few weeks. We want to m ake sure all students and parents have 

time to digest the information and plan for the changes with ample time.  Parents and 

students will receive further info about the exact start date.   

THE  CHANGES    

Students who ride buses will still exit the school out the front doors. The first buses will 

pull all the way up to 97 th  Ave. and will be staggered so that there are two rows. All of 

the buses will be doubled up and waiting for students. All buses will depart at 3:45 pm. 

Staff will be outside to supervise a nd to assist students in finding their buses. First 

Student and our SRO, Officer Gaytan will also be on hand to assist the first week we roll 

this out. There will no longer be parent pickup from the front parking lot areas  

between 3:15pm and 3:45pm. Our bu ses begin arriving after they finish their elementary 

routes and the first ones are here by 3:15 pm and will block the driveway. Cars that are 

in the school parking areas will not be able to exit until all of the buses have departed. If 

you choose to park t o pick up a student you will not be able to leave until all of the buses 

have left. There are several areas currently used by parents to pickup students by car. 

Some parents wait on 97 th  Ave., some on Inez St., and some at Templeton. We will be 

instructing  students who get picked up to arrange for pickup at Templeton, exiting out 

the back of the building.  

 

THINGS TO REMEMBER  

 The driveway fronting the school will soon change to one way only .  

 Cars will only be allowed to enter at the Templeton end and will exit onto 97 th  Ave.  

 Afternoon bus loading and parent pickup locations will change.  

 Buses will fill the driveway from the top at 97 th  all the way back to the Murdock St. 

entrance.  

 Between 3:15pm and 3:45pm no car traffic will be allowed from the parking lo ts or 

driveways.  

 Parents are to pick  up their students at Templeton.  

 
 



 

ONE WAY!                           EXIT ONLY!                          BUSES ONLY!  

                                                                          

 

El equipo de segur idad de la escuela secundaria Twality ha estado buscando maneras de 

disminuir el tráfico y congestión de estudiantes por las tardes. Tenemos 26 autobuses, muchos 

carros, bicicletas, patinetas y estudiantes que caminan todas las tardes con espacio muy limit ado.  

Cualquiera que ha estado aquí a las  3:35 sabe que 1000+ estudiantes saliendo a las mismas áreas 

y esperando por transportación crean un gran embotellamiento.  Hemos desarrollado un nuevo 

plan junto con el distrito escolar y la organizaci·n òEstudiantes Primero ó.  Hemos ordenado 

nuevas señales de tráfico y comenzaremos nuestro nuevo sistema en unas cuantas semanas.  

Queremos asegurarnos que todos los estudiantes y padres tengan tiempo de digerir la información 

y el cambio de trafico con  anticipación.  

LOS CAMBIOS  

Los estudiantes que toman el autobús seguirán saliendo de la escuela por las puertas de enfrente. 

Los primeros autobuses saldrán hasta la avenida 97 th  y habrá 2 líneas de autobuses esperando a 

los estudiantes. Todos los autobuses saldrán a las  3:45 pm. El personal estará afuera 

supervisando y ayudando a los estudiantes a encontrar su autobús. La organización de 

òEstudiantes Primero ó y nuestro oficial de la escuela el señor Gaytán también nos estarán 

ayudando la primera semana para poder llevar el plan acabo.  Ya no habrá lugar para recoger a 

los estudiantes en el área de estacionamiento de enfrente entre las 3:15 pm and 3:45pm. Los 

autobuses comienzan a llegar después de que terminan las rutas de la escuela elementaría y los 

primeros llegan aquí  a las 3:15 pm y bloquearan el camino. Los carros que estén en el área de 

estacionamiento de la escuela no podrán salir hasta que todos los autobuses he hayan ido.  SI 

decide estacionarse para recoger a un estudiante no podrá salir hasta que todos los auto buses se 

hayan ido. Hay varias  áreas usadas actualmente por los padres para recoger a los estudiantes en 

carro.  Algunos padres esperan en la avenida 97 th , Algunos en la calle Inés y algunos en 

Templeton.  Estaremos instruyendo a los estudiantes que son r ecogidos a fijar un lugar en 

Templeton que esta atrás del edificio.  

 

COSAS PARA RECORDAR  

 El camino de entrada enfrente de la escuela pronto cambiara a un solo sentido.  

 Solo se permitirá entrar a los carros al estacionamiento de atrás de la escuela Templet on y 

saldrán por la avenida  97th . 

 El abordo de autobuses de la tarde y el lugar donde los padres recoger a los estudiantes 

cambiara.  

 Los autobuses llenaran el camino de arriba en la 97 th  hasta la entrada de la calle Murdock .  

 Entre las 3:15pm y 3:45pm no s e permitirá trafico de carros en los estacionamiento o caminos 

de entrada.  

 Los padres deben recoger a los estudiantes en Templeton entrando por la calle Murdock .  

 
 



 
 

 

Absences: When your child is absent from school, it is very important that 

you inform the attendance office.  We have a 24-hour attendance line, 503-431-

5221, to leave a message informing us of your childôs absence.  It is essential for 

parents to notify the attendance office regarding student absences 

Late Arrival:   If your child is going to be late, please call attendance or 

send a note.  This will excuse your child, and the student will need to check in at 

the attendance office to sign in and get a pass to class. 

Leaving Early:   When it is necessary to keep an appointment during 

school hours, a note from the parent or guardian must be presented to the 

Attendance Secretary BEFORE school requesting permission to be excused at a 

specific time.  The student will be given a ñspecial BLUE excuseò slip to present 

to the teacher whose class they leave.  Parents must come into the Guidance 

Office and sign out their student.  This is a safety measure that protects your 

student. 

Pre-arranged Absences:  All pre-arranged absences must go through the 

attendance office.  If you know your child will be absent, you may either call 

attendance or send a note and we will give your child a pre-arranged absence 

form to give to his/her teachers to sign. 

Homework Request:  On the morning of the 3rd day of absence, parents 

may call attendance at 503-431-5221 by 10:00 am to request homework.  

Homework should be picked up in the Guidance Office after 3:45p.m. that day.  

For absences of 1 or 2 days, it is the studentôs responsibility to check with their 

teachers regarding missed assignments. 

Please remember to call Twality Attendance #503-431-5221 whenever your 

child is absent.   

Thank you! 

 




